[Thrombocytopenia purpura, myositis and cytolitic hepatitis: a rare association linked with atorvastatin].
Statins are generally well tolerated molecules. However, some cases have seen potentially lifethreatening consequences. We report a case of a 70-year-old woman with high blood pressure who was treating hypercholesterolemia by atorvastatin. Two weeks after beginning this new treatment, the patient developed muscular weakness in all four limbs with myalgias; and a purpura in the upper limbs and abdomen. A biological study revealed the presence of severe thrombocytopenia, myolysis and cytolytic hepatitis. Stopping the atorvastatin intake resulted in an improved situation within twenty days. This suggests that the medical anomalies found in the patient were drug-induced. The literature confirms the rarity of this association. The severity of some side effects of statins should remain in the minds of medicine prescribers.